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dustrial revolution have been causing a movement of recon-
struction which is changing our social structure and many
of our deeper practical activities. Its effects are seen not
only in industry and commerce, but also in literature, politics,
art, legislation, in our conception of national life, and even
in our fundamental conceptions of religion and philosophy.
In non-scientific and pre-Darwinian days individualism of a
very narrow type characterised the writings of philosophers
and the measures of statesmen. Laissez faire was the first
principle of government, and it was held that the interests
of the individual in the pursuit of his own ends in competi-
tion with his fellows was coincident with the highest good
of society. Actual conditions showed the falseness of this
assumption, and gradually we have witnessed an extension
of the functions of the State, which show that it is being
recognised that the highest good of the community is not
and cannot possibly be reached by the unregulated com-
petition between private interests. Philosophers and states-
men are beginning to recognise, although in a somewhat in-
distinct manner, the organic unity of the State and the
necessity for individual welfare as a condition precedent to
national welfare. Stress of competition is rapidly bringing
about industrial and commercial combinations, and the
working classes are endeavouring by means of co-operation
to save themselves from being engulfed in the capitalistic
abyss. Efficiency of the highest type is being insisted upon,
so that the struggle may be continued, for extinction waits
on the side which is the less efficient. The struggle, how-
ever, is no longer between individuals and private firms, or
even large trusts, but is rapidly becoming international.
Not only do tariffs protect the interests of the different
nations, but in many cases national resources are being
directly used for national purposes, and thus not infrequently
help in the international competition. How far the process
ought to be continued is one of the problems which is at
the present time receiving great attention in all industrial
countries.
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